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ELEMENTS – Short Story Competition – Winners and Runners Up 

  

Winner - Libby Harrison:  

I’m a woman after all 

A fictional diary extract suggesting an alternative account of the discovery of Osmium. 

 

22nd May 1803  

Today was another long day of gruelling research. I can no longer look at myself for fear of fainting 
from the dizzying image that appears. My hair is matted, swept back in a bird’s nest of a bun with 
pencils sticking out; dark grey rings frame my tired, sunken eyes; my clothes hang off 
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Oh, how could he? He knows that I was the one with that idea, it was him who caught me in the lab. 
I shall tear this paper into a million shreds and dump it on whoever I next see. That’s all I’ll ever be 
able to do.  I’m a woman, after all. 

 

1st Runner-Up – Ollie Symes: 

Element of inspiration: Helium 

The Grecian Noble Gas 

Born of the titans Hyperion and Theia, Helios waits to begin again his daily duty. His four-horse 
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Joint 2nd Runner-Up – Twisha Ravuri: 

Element of inspiration: Helium 

I am Helium 

The classroom - a place of chaos and utter destruction. Chalk hitting the walls, as it soars 

over the masses of tables from where it was launched at its target. Students laughing and 


