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Pan-Industrial impacts of the 
proposed EU ban on “PFAS” 
materials. 
Nick Tyrell 

Large-scale manufacture of PFAS (Per- & Poly- 

Fluorinated Alkyl Substances) began around 1950. 

There are various “consumer” uses of PFAS substances 
including skin creams and cosmetics, car and floor 
polish, ski waxes, frying pans, outdoor clothing and 
shoes. “Industrial” uses of PFAS include inert PTFE 
components of all kinds, e.g. harsh-duty plastics, 
reactor components and seals. 

A plan has been developed for the reduction in the use 

of these compounds. 

2006: “EPA Global stewardship” initiative aimed for 

95% reduction of PFOA emissions by 2010, and 

elimination from emissions & products by 2015 

2011: end of permitted use of PFOS in fire-fighting 

foams (world-wide) 

Use of PFOA-based foams remains permitted in many 
places 

2013: Goretex eliminate use of PFOA in their fabrics 

2015: Eight “global” companies report compliance with 

EPA target 

2019: EU Restriction on PFOA introduced 

2022: 3M announces withdrawal from entire “PFAS” 

market by end 2025 

2023: Goretex advertise “PFAS-Free” garments 

So, why is there still a problem? There has been a 

discovery of severely polluted sites in Europe and a 

history of suppression of “corporate knowledge” both 

for health effects and discharge practices with a steep 

rise in the use of shorter-chain perfluoroalkyl 

compounds. 

At present there is a lack of safety data for replacement 

compounds and formulations whilst with a proliferation 

of “PFAS” compounds – now ca 5,000 to 10,000 there 

are too many to legislate individually. 
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https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/04-campaigning-outreach/policy/environment-health-safety-policy/pfas-evidence-report.pdf
https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/04-campaigning-outreach/policy/environment-health-safety-policy/pfas-evidence-report.pdf
https://www.rsc.org/globalassets/04-campaigning-outreach/policy/environment-health-safety-policy/pfas-evidence-report.pdf
https://www.rsc.org/news-events/opinions/2024/11-november/pfas-limits/
https://www.rsc.org/news-events/opinions/2024/11-november/pfas-limits/
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.oprd.3c00199
https://www.rsc.org/events/detail/79813/whats-in-that-perfume-the-chemistry-behind-an-iconic-christmas-gift
https://www.rsc.org/events/detail/79813/whats-in-that-perfume-the-chemistry-behind-an-iconic-christmas-gift
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Further event information can be found by contacting 

the RSC using the following details: 
 Royal Society of Chemistry,  
 Tel: +44 (0) 1223 432509 
 Fax: +44 (0) 1223 423623 
 Email: eventsdatabase@rsc.org 

Directory of Consultants 
The Royal Society of Chemistry has a list of consultants 

that are registered with them. It can be found at:  

https://www.rsc.org/membership-and-

community/directory-of-consultants/  

The Directory is a service provided by the Royal Society 

of Chemistry to members, professionals and the public. 

The information supplied in this directory, and the 

services offered and delivered, are entirely the 

responsibility of the consultants themselves, and not 

the Royal Society of Chemistry.  

The consulting experts listed in this directory are all full 

members of the Royal Society of Chemistry and are 

bound by the RSC Code of Conduct. 

The Royal Society of Chemistry is not responsible for 

the content of external websites. 

If you wish to be added to the Directory, please 

complete the application forms found on the RSC 

webpage above. 

Member Articles 
The members of the Consultancy Group come from a 

wide range of industries, as can be seen from the list of 

areas of expertise outlined above. Is there an area of 

your knowledge and expertise that you think might be 

of interest to others in the Group?  

The Group is keen to encourage information 

dissemination and networking to provide a background 

to consultancy activities.  

If you have, or could write, a 200-300 word piece which 

outlines aspects or anecdotes that you think will be of 

interest to other members, please contact the 

Secretary via the following link:  

https://www.rsc.org/membership-and-

community/connect-with-others/through-

interests/interest-groups/consultancy/#contact  

The author of an article published in this bulletin will 

receive a £25 Amazon gift voucher. 
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