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The Consultancy Group 
The Group is one of the Royal Society of 

Chemistry's many Interest Groups. The Interest 

Groups are member-driven groups which exist to 

benefit RSC members, and the wider chemical 

science community, in line with the RSC's strategy 

and charter. 

The Group provides a forum for RSC members who 

are consultants.  Members may be self-employed, 

in partnerships or employed by commercial 

organisations or academia.  Many of the members 

of the Consultancy Group also act as Expert 

Witnesses in criminal and/or civil litigation. 

The Group arranges meetings and workshops to 

provide networking opportunities and training in 

aspects of setting up and running a consultancy 

business. 

Annual General Meeting 
The AGM took place on 27th September 2022 in 

Burlington House, London, as part of the 

Sustainability in Industry meeting. 

Theme: Sustainability in Industry 

State of Battery Recycling ς A. Fox, Ever Resource, 

Cambridge, UK 

Athan Fox at Burlington House 

The Lead-Acid Battery (LAB) and Recycling 

The LAB is the world’s most successfully recycled 

product with an anticipated turnover in excess of 

$85 billion in 2026. However, recycling the battery 

is highly polluting. It is energy and carbon 

intensive as well as wasteful and polluting. 

The LAB is made up of about 70% lead/lead 

compounds, up to 20% electrolyte (sulphuric acid) 

and 10% plastic (casing and separators). The 

lead/lead compounds are a mixture of about 35% 

lead metal or alloy and about 65% “leady” oxide. 

The “traditional” method of recycling the 

batteries is to crush them in order to separate the 

plastics, clean them and produce moulded plastic 

products. Meanwhile, the lead burden, which 

includes lead sulphate from the spent battery-
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active materials, is refined into ingots. The ingots 

are used to manufacture the lead components of 

the battery, including the grid and leady oxide. 

Crucially, the processing of waste active material 

(lead sulphate) in a furnace is energy intensive 

and polluting. 

An “alternative” (Regenerate) method is to 

convert lead sulphate into a battery-grade leady 

oxide without having to produce an intermediate 

lead ingot. This can be achieved
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• North America, China & Brazil dominate 
pulp production  

• There is an increasing customer voice for 
less de-forestation  

The 
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• EcoPulping uses up to 50% less energy 
than traditional pulping and consumes up 
to 95% less water;  

about:blank
/events/detail/75020/chocolate-and-elephants-at-christmas
/events/detail/75020/chocolate-and-elephants-at-christmas
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank#code-of-conduct
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank

