
The ECG’s Distinguished Guest Lecture

Table: ECG Distinguished Guest Lecturers 1986 to 2014

Year ECG Distinguished 
Guest Lecturer

Affiliation of Distinguished 
Guest Lecturer

Title of Distinguished Guest Lecture 

1986a Sir Richard Doll Imperial Cancer Research 
Fund





2013 Professor Thomas 
Graedel

Yale University Rare earths and other scarce 
metals: Technologically vital but 
usually thrown away

2014 Professor Richard 
Thompson

Plymouth University Plastic debris in the ocean - a global
environmental
problem

2015 Professor Éva 
Valsami Jones

University of Birmingham Nanomaterials – Environmental 
Remediants or Toxicants?

2016 Professor Alan 
Robock

Rutgers University Geoengineering the Climate

2017 Professor Frank 
Kelly

Kings College London Inside the Engine: from Chemistry 
to Human Health

a A Distinguished Guest Lecture (DGL) has featured as part of the (then) RSC’s Environment Group 
Annual General Meeting since the founding of the Environment Group in the early 1970s. DGLs from 
1986 onwards are identified here. The Group’s name was changed to the Environmental Chemistry 
Group in 1993.

b From 1990, a half-day symposium has accompanied the DGL. From 2007 to 2010, the symposium was
extended from a half-day to a one-day event and returned to a half-day in 2011. The title for the 
symposium usually differs from that of the DGL. Only the title of the DGL is quoted here.

c Until 1994, the DGL was held in November or December of the calendar year. The DGL scheduled for 
late 1995 was shifted to March 1996, and the DGL and symposium have subsequently been held in 
March each year from 1996 to the present.

d The ECG Distinguished Guest Lecturer Medal was inaugurated in 2006, and Professor Pilling was the 
first recipient (see ECG Bulletin January 2006 for details of ECG DGL Medal). 


