




Survey background

• The Policy and Evidence team ran a member survey in March 2021 to 
understand what our members think are priority areas within three 
existing work areas: 

- Research and innovation policy

- Chemicals strategy (UK and global)

- Health research and challenges

• 1240 responses were included in the analysis.

Who responded? 

• Survey was sent to 37,150 members (3.3 % response rate).

• 69 % respondents were based in the UK. 

• Majority of respondents were established career or retired.

• Academia – 317 respondents; Industry – 285 respondents; Other – 179
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Survey methods: rating questions
• Rating questions in this survey asked respondents to give factors a score from 0-10 

and included an option to select ‘don’t know’. 

• Results are presented as a proportion of respondents to account for differing 

respondent number across factors. 

• Charts showing the full breakdown of scores are presented.

• An overall weighted average per respondent was calculated for each factor as follows: 

(SUM(score*n respondents))/ number of respondents giving a score. 

e.g. Factor F, 60 respondents (not real data): 
Score Number of 

respondents

0 5

1 6

2 4

3 7

4 8

5 3

6 7

7 6

8 9

9 3

10 2

Total: 60

Overall weighted average per respondent = 
[(0*6)+(1*6)+….(9*3)+(10*2)] / 60

= 5.1 
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Research and 
innovation questions
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Weighted average score per participant
Level of funding available to support basic and applied research including collaboration 8.3

Level of funding to support developing and bringing new technologies/ products/ processes to market including collaboration. 8.1

Changing skills needs of chemistry professionals 7.7
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In the RSC’s work to support the UK government in developing a new UK-wide chemicals strategy we have identified 
four themes; education, innovation, circular economy and regulation.
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Health challenges 
questions
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How much or little impact do you think the chemical sciences can have in 
addressing the following health challenges? Rate each challenge from 0 to 
10, with 0 being no impact at all and 10 being an extremely large impact.

Health challenges: priority ranking
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Why did you think this area is where the chemical sciences could have the 
greatest impact? 
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Why did you think this area is where the chemical sciences could have the greatest 
impact? (561 respondents)

• Societal importance and collaboration with other disciplines where the reasons most 

frequently selected. 

Health challenges: why?


