The Future of Chemicals Regulation after the
EU Referendum

A response from the Royal Society of Chemistry to the House of Commons
Environmental Audit Committee

Executive Summary

The UK needs a clear, simple and enforceable regulatory framework relating to chemicals that
balances the needs of research, innovation and trade with protecting citizens, wildlife and the
environment. Regulation aims to ensure continued environmental protection from hazardous
chemicals that
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B) Chemical Pollution Prevention & Control

There are many types of environmental protection standards, directives and regulations relating
to chemicals in air, land, water and waste. Specific examples are the EU Ambient Air Quality
Directive, EU Water Framework Directive and the EU Waste Framework Directive. Pollutants can
be derived from natural or anthropogenic sources. Data on toxicological hazards from REACH
and CLP evaluations are used to inform environmental standards set through some of these
regulations and directives.

2. UK Government Approach to Chemicals Regulation
European regulations (e.g. REACH, CLP and PIC) are enforced at EU level by ECHA and the

European Commission. European directives are implemented in UK law and enforced by UK
government agency UK71 34(c)0.000008871 0 595.32 841.92 19.96 Tf0 0 1 92.304 623.86 TmaB26 9.95.36.23
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7. Future UK chemicals regulation needs
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